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Draughts and cards.
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This year Mr. William Payne, brother of the respectable Bookseller1 of that name, published An Introduction to the Game of Draughts, to which Johnson contributed a Dedication to the Earl of Rochford,* and a Preface,* both of which are admirably adapted to the treatise to which they are prefixed. Johnson, I believe, did not play at draughts after leaving-College2, by which he suffered; for it would have afforded him an innocent soothing relief from the melancholy which distressed him so often. I have heard him regret that he had not learnt to play at cards3; and the game of draughts we know is peculiarly calculated to fix the attention without straining it. There is a composure and gravity in draughts which insensibly tranquillises the mind; and, accordingly, the Dutch are fond of it, as they arc of smoaking, of the sedative influence of which, though he himself never smoakcd, he had a high opinion4. Besides, there is in draughts some exercise of the faculties; and, accordingly, Johnson wishing to dignify the subject in his Dedication with what is most estimable in it, observes,
' Triflers may find or make any thing a trifle; but since it is the; great characteristick of a wise man to see events in their courses, to obviate consequences, and ascertain contingencies, your Lordship will think nothing a trifle by which the mind is inured to caution, foresight, and circumspection V
As one of the little occasional advantages-which he did not disdain to take by his pen, as a man whose profession was literature, he this year accepted of a guinea0 from Mr. Robert Doclslcy, for writing the introduction to The London Chronicle, an evening news-paper; and even in so slight a performance exhibited peculiar talents. This Chronicle still subsists, and
1  Mr. John Payne, afterwards chief accountant of the Bank, one of the four surviving members of the Ivy Lane Club who dined together in 1783.    See Hawkins's Johnson, pp. 220,   563 ;    and   post,   December,
1783.
2  See/A?/, under March 19, 1776.
3  ' He said, " I am sorry I have not learnt to play at cards.    It is
very useful in life ; it g-encrates kindness and consolidates society.1" Boswcll's Hebrides, Nov. 21, 1773.
4 Journal of a Tour 1o the Hebrides, 3d edit. p. 48.   [Aug. 19.]   BoS-
WKLL.
5  Johnson's Works, v. 435.
6  He was paid at the rate of a little over twopence a line.    For this Introduction see Ib. 206.
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